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Equities continue to impress! 
Stocks around the world had an excellent second 
quarter with the TSX up about 5.5% and the S&P 
500 up close to 4%. Early in the quarter, we  
experienced some downside pressure but this 
reversed as improving economic data continued 
to show the recovery is happening. There was a 
change in our asset class rankings during the quar-
ter with Canadian equities in top spot followed by 
International and then US equities. Our portfolios 
gained modestly in the quarter by roughly 1%.

Does it feel like a good  
time to sell?
How many times do you watch the stock markets go 
up nicely over an extended period of time only to 
see a drop in value and you think to yourself,  
“I knew I should have sold a few months ago.”  
Are you starting to get those feelings now? We 
have seen the stock markets grow over 100% since 
early 2009 without any significant declines. It 
makes you wonder how much longer can this last, 
doesn’t it? I want to let you know this is a normal 
way of thinking/feeling but it is not a very reliable 
way to invest. We cannot use feelings as a tool for 

our investment 
decisions.  
We need a  
consistent  
process that 
uses hard  
data to make  
informed  
decisions. 
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Paul’s Perspective

Tracking “BIG” money…!
Feeling like the stock market is going to drop in 
value has never been proven to work over the long 
term. We know that there are a few processes 
that do work over the long term and we use one 
of them. Being able to study price movements 
over time has proven to be quite reliable. This 
trend analysis ultimately is telling us the relation-
ship between supply and demand. Put another 
way, is money moving into (buying) an asset class 
(eg. stocks) or going out (selling). If demand is in 
control we know that is where you want to invest 
but if supply takes over you need to sell. When we 
look at the major markets we can do this analysis 
every day and determine where the “BIG” money is 
moving. If you knew that “BIG” money was selling 
out of the stock market and moving into the bond 
market wouldn’t you want to do the same? This 
has nothing to do with a feeling and everything to 
do with studying trends and money flows. So what 
is happening now? Even if it feels like the stock 
markets are too high and should drop in value, the 
“BIG” money continues to move more and more 
money into stocks.

Feelings vs. facts…
There is no question that you can have a feeling 
about something and be correct, just like you can 
have all the facts and still make a mistake. The 
question is, how reliable is your process and can it 
repeat solid results over the years? For us, we will 
continue to execute our disciplined approach and 
leave our feelings out of investment decisions.
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New Grad!  
It’s time to put the RESP savings to good use 
once again! Carolyn’s son Bradley gradu-
ated from Huron Park and will be pursuing 
a degree in Mechanical Engineering at the 
University of Waterloo this fall.

Ten Year Anniversary 
In May, Carolyn Buckley celebrated 10 years at 
Green Financial Group. Thank you Carolyn for 
your dedication and hard work!

Charity Golf Season Begins
Nicer weather arrived in time for Paul and Dave 
to hit the golf courses where they helped raise 
funds for several good causes. Paul recently 
teed off at the annual Youth for Christ Tourna-
ment which raised $26,000 and at the Ronald 
McDonald tournament which raised $10,000 for 
Ronald McDonald House. 

Notice of Assessments
Please provide us with a 
copy of your 2013 Notice 
of Assessment. You can 
scan & e-mail to sburton@
greenfinancialgroup.com 
or drop by and we will 
take a quick copy for you!

E-Delivery & Joint Accounts 
If you have not yet signed 
up for E-Delivery and 
would like to reduce 
mailings, please contact 
our office and we will set 
you up. Joint accounts 
will soon be available for 
E-Delivery.

Mutual Fund Prospectus
We are no longer required 
to provide a mutual fund 
prospectus to clients. For 
all initial mutual fund  
purchases you will receive 
a Fund Facts document 
from HollisWealth together 
with a trade confirmation.

Emailing of Personal  
Information
Due to ongoing security 
concerns for email  
accounts, Green Financial 
Group team members will 
no longer provide state-
ments or tax slips to clients 
via email; however, you 
can access this informa-
tion on WealthTracker. 
If you need access to 
WealthTracker, please let 
us know.

G R E E N  T E A M  N E W S

Savory Beef Grilling Sauce
C H E F ’ S  C O R N E R  w i t h  Pa t r i c k  McMahon

Patrick McMahon
Patrick is currently the 

Manager of the  
Woodstock Farmers  

Market, and the  
Director of Dining  

Services at the Village  
of Oxford Gardens  

Retirement Community 
in Woodstock.

While these two roles 
keep him busy, he still 

finds time to bring great 
local food to people’s 

homes by catering small 
dinner meetings/parties. 

All of these roles allow 
him to promote, and 

show off what a great 
place Oxford County is 

to grow, and live! 

Service 
Matters

Ingredients:

2 tablespoons olive oil 

1 onion, chopped  (spanish)

6 cloves garlic, minced 

1 28 oz can crushed tomatoes 

1 cup red wine vinegar 

1¼  cup brown sugar   

1/4 cup Real Maple Syrup

1 dash Worcestershire sauce 

1 dash soya sauce

1 tablespoon Dijon mustard

1/2 teaspoon ground ginger

1/2 teaspoon nutmeg                                                                                  

Dave played in the 24th Annual Alzheimer Golf 
Tournament on June 9th which raised $10,400.

Dragon Boat Festival
Green Financial Group is proud once again 

to be a gold sponsor of 
the17th annual Woodstock 
Rotary Dragon Boat Festival. 
This year’s event takes place 
on Saturday August 9th at 
Pittock Conservation Area in 
Woodstock. The Woodstock 
Rotary Club uses this event 

to raise money for both local and international 
projects. The club recently donated $25,000 for 
playground equipment at the David Lowes  
Memorial Park in the Sally Creek subdivision. 
If you would like to join in the fun at this year’s 
Dragon Boat Festival, please visit:
www.dragonboatwoodstock.ca for more  
information.

T H E  G R E E N  R E P O R T

BBQ Season is well under way. Try this savoury grilling sauce to enhance the 
flavor experience of the delicious Oxford County Beef you’ve picked up at one 
of the Local Farmers’ Market. Your friends won’t believe you made this sauce 
yourself! Need help finding the right cut of Steak?  Be sure to ask your local 
butcher what he recommends.

1/2 teaspoon chili powder (try some-
thing new, replace chili powder with 
curry powder 

1/2 teaspoon cinnamon 

1/2 teaspoon cumin 

1/2 teaspoon caraway seed 

1/2 teaspoon coriander 

Method:

Heat olive oil in a large skillet,  
add onions, and sweat them until  
they have softened.  Add the rest of  
the ingredients and simmer until the  
mixture reduces by half and thickens.



Share the Green  
in 2013
Over the past 5 years, Green Financial 
Group asked our clients to share their 
ideas on how to make the world a better 
place. Then we ‘Shared the Green’ and 
gave the winning entrants $1,000 each 
to implement their ideas.

This past year we took a slightly different 
approach, turning our focus to making 
a difference in our local community. We 
are very aware that there are families in 
our community who are down on their 
luck, are enduring a difficult time, or have 
unique situations and don’t qualify for 

government assistance. Although there 
is a very real need, somehow they slip 
through the cracks. When families like 
this were brought to our attention  
we were glad to help. In some cases  
that help came in the form of funds to 
provide immediate support. On another 
occasion we were able to help with the 
sourcing and installation of a stair lift  
in a family’s home.

Green Financial Group also supports vari-
ous charities and non-profit organizations 
that have a presence in our community. 
During the summer you’ll find Dave and 
Paul out on the links raising funds and 
awareness for Youth for Christ (YFC) and 
the Alzheimers Society. We are proud 

sponsors of the Big Brothers/Big  
Sisters Tastings Event, the Youth for Christ 
(YFC) Annual Golf Challenge, Handbags 
for Hospice, and the Woodstock Rotary 
Dragon Boat Festival. 

If you’re out at Cowan Park, chances 
are you’ll see the Green Financial Group 
Team kicking off on the soccer pitch. We 
also held a ‘Coats for Kids’ drive last Fall 
and purchased school supplies to donate 
to Knapsacks for Kids.

If you know of a family or organization 
that could use our help, please contact 
Susan Burton. Privacy is respected and  
no names are required.

G R E E N  T E A M  I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

Day of Caring® is an annual United Way 
event that highlights the importance of 
giving back to your community with a gift 
of time. Teams from area businesses go to 
United Way member agencies for a day 
or half day to help out with a particular 
project identified in advance. It’s a win-
win for all who participate – volunteers 
learn about their community through 
hands-on experience and much needed 
community projects are completed. 

Day of Caring® got started in 2006 and 
since then, over 550 volunteers have 
completed 55 projects throughout Oxford 
County. Support for this unique initiative 
grows every year. This year’s event, held 
on June 5th, brought together 115  
volunteers and 17 companies who  
together completed 15 projects for  
non-profit organizations in Oxford County.  
Last year’s event saw 85 volunteers  
complete 13 projects.

This was the first year Green Financial 
Group volunteered to help this important 

cause. Carolyn, Brad and Dave were 
given the project of re-painting the  
nurses station at Sakura House, a well 
known palliative care home and the only 
residential hospice in Oxford County. 

Before picking up their paint brushes, 
they were given a tour of the home. 
The team was very impressed with how 
beautiful the home was and the compas-
sionate care that is provided to those 
who spend their final days there.

After a quick lunch the team got down 
to the business of painting. By the end 
of the afternoon the nurses station was 
much brighter and the nursing staff were 
very pleased to have a new fresh look.

For more information on the United Way 
and Sakura House, and their valuable 
work in our community visit: 
www.unitedwayoxford.ca 
www.vonsakurahouse.com

United Way Day of Caring® 2014
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Most of us have heard the saying “If you miss the 10 
best days your return will be significantly reduced,  
so stay invested”. This past March, I was reminded of 
this myth in an article I read in the Business Insider.  
Perpetuated by advisors over the years the myth is that 
if you miss just 10 of the best days in the market over a 
10 or 20 year period, your return can be reduced by 
almost half. In JP Morgan’s 2014 Guide to Retirement 
they cite a study showing that an investor who put 
$10,000 into the S&P 500 (US broad market index) 
for 20 years beginning in 1993 would have had a  
return of 9.2% per year. If the client missed just 10 
of the best days over that 20 year period the return 
would have collapsed to 5.4% annualized.

The report summarizes that since the market is unpre-
dictable and random the only way to invest is to  
“buy and hold”, 
stay invested, don’t 
try to make changes 
for fear of miss-
ing out on the best 
days. 

However, a little 
more research into 
this shows us that 
these best days 
tend to occur in 
bear markets and 
in close proximity 
to the worst days 
in the market.  
Drawing on some 
research by our 
strategic partners at 
SIACharts.com you 
can see in the chart 
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“Missing the 10 Best Days” Myth
T H E  G R E E N 
R E P O R T

below (S&P 500 2000-2014) the red and green dots 
showing the best and worst days in the market since 
January 2000. All but one of these days occurs during 
bear markets or corrections. We have also marked on 
the graph the Equity Action Call (EAC) dates and how 
our process would have identified when to rotate out  
of stocks and protect your portfolio from the bear 
market all together. 

The misleading part of the “Missing the 10 Best Days” 
myth is that in order to get the majority of the best days 
you need to be continually invested through the bear 
markets, thereby experiencing the worst days in the 
market as well. Our unique process follows the money 
flows to identify the strongest market trends. By using 
this information we can make better decisions  
to protect your money from this volatility. 


